
Woodbridge Kart Club 
Board of Directors 
Meeting Minutes 

July 8, 2016 
 

The fourth meeting of the WKC Board of Directors took place via conference call on the 
evening of Friday, July 8, 2016. 
 
Attendance: 
 
Present:       Absent: 
              
Rodney Smith President and Treasurer        None 
Scott Sanders Vice President 
Brandon Taylor  Secretary          
Jeff Troup  Board Member         
Clark Gaynor, Sr. Board Member 
Robert Burkett, Sr. Board Member  
Simon Whitnell  Board Member 
Don Johnson  Board Member 
Bernie LaFrance      Board Member 
Pirooz Javan  Board Member (joined the call after 9pm) 
 
President Smith called the meeting to order at 8:35pm.  The purpose of the meeting 
was to discuss the test session that occurred the previous evening at Dominion 
Raceway in Thornburg, Virginia and the viability and feasibility of hosting a WKA 
National event there in three weeks.  No old business or reports were discussed during 
this meeting. 
 
President Smith began with a brief report and update on the facility since he and Scott 
Sanders’ last visit there two weeks ago.  No new major updates since the visit other 
than a culvert on the right hand side near the top of the esses had been alleviated and 
flattened out.  There is a major one at the top of the esses on the left that still needs to 
be moved.  Upon arrival, he met with Steve Britt, owner of DR, and did a ride around to 
point out obvious things that would need immediate work.  President Smith also 
reported the following:  Turn 1 is still a major question as the facility’s idea of what to do 
there is different from many racing organizations.  Lin Toland of the SCCA is asking 
them to give some sort of open area on the left or the right where the two walls come 
together adjacent to both sides of the track.  The depth of the ditch and where it is 
located on the final turn leading on to the main straight is the depth that it has to be per 
the facility for water drainage purposes. 
 
President Smith next thanked the other five board members that were present at the 
test (Sanders, Johnson, Whitnell, Troup, Taylor) as well as the other drivers that came 
to test the track (John Jezierski, Simon Whitnell, Bear Rothenhoefer, Jonathan Tedder, 
Zack Clark, Scott Clark, Bill Lewis, Jeff Troup, and Tim Linthicum).  Bear and Bill were 
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also given credit for posting their GoPro videos of the track on the internet for folks to 
see. 
 
At this point, President Smith asked the board members that were present to give the 
synopsis of the test and remaining concerns with the facility in a round robin fashion. 
 
Johnson – major issue in T11 (final turn).  The gully really needs to have something 
done.  The ditch there is 2-3 feet deep and 5 feet wide right next to the track.  The 
asphalt has a drop all the way around it.  The folks that drove today were some of the 
best the club has and they all had concerns.  He would not put his grandson on the 
track with the current issues. 
 
Taylor – the facility itself does not present itself as a final product ready to host a 
national event.  Hot pit lane/gridding is an issue, curbing isn’t finished, grating all the 
way around, and lack of flag stations were mentioned.  The wall coming in from the right 
on the exit of T1, the ditch in T11, and the runoff downhill towards the concrete on the 
exit of T7 were mentioned. 
 
Whitnell – two major on-track issues.  The T1 wall coming in at you really needs to be 
changed and the fact that you can only see 10-15 feet in front of you all the way around 
T2 could be problematic.  It would be necessary to at least visit the track again prior to 
the race (likely the same week) to make sure areas of concern have again been 
addressed. 
 
Troup – biggest issue was the hard left hander after you come under the bridge.  It was 
mentioned that NASA will be there the week before us and was wondering the feasibility 
of all of these concerns getting fixed in a timely manner (if they can be fixed). 
 
Sanders – nothing more to add than what had already been stated.  Has a concern for 
the karters and their equipment as running off the track right now will surely get 
something tore up and/or hurt.  Also mentioned that with NASA holding an event the 
week before and the track’s lack of gravel layer under the pavement how the track 
would hold up during the heat of the summer. 
 
Smith – T1 and T2 will not change prior to this event nor is the ditch on the exit of T11 
going to change.  Tim Linthicum called (his concerns were also in the T1 area and the 
carrying of speed through there with the wall approaching you) and asked if it would be 
possible to change the track configuration (i.e. add cones, make a chicane, etc.) for T1 
and T11 to make it safer in any regard.  A few board members said it would be possible 
and Javan stated that in these situations you aren’t necessarily correcting a problem but 
just moving it as you are introducing non-typical race conditions.  In either event, doing 
so would require more thought and more testing to come up with a viable solution.  He 
also added a brief note that hosting an event at this point could pose some financial risk 
to the club due to the concerns that have been made public on social media.   
 



At this point the round robin ended and other board members were able to ask 
questions and give their comments and feedback.  Some of the conversation was 
directed at “what will change and what will be done and will they get this fixed?”  
Lafrance stated that it is in the best interest of the club, the members, and the national 
attendees to make a decision based on what we know right now and avoid any further 
hold outs on what may or may not get done.  Burkett stated that we are supposed to 
host a race on this track in 2-3 weeks and it is clear that there are substantial issues.  
We are always going to have a problem with concrete walls and we know those aren’t 
getting moved in this time period.  I don’t want to go there under the current conditions 
so why should I vote to allow others to do the same? 
 
President Smith stated that there are clearly things that are not going to change 
between now and three weeks and may honestly never get changed due to where the 
race track was constructed and how it was designed.  He stated that if the board votes 
to not host this event that he will not be the liaison for Dominion Raceway going 
forward.  He said another year will not necessarily change anything so he will not go 
back there and ask for a date in the future.  Johnson added that he would agree with 
that sentiment.  The issues that are present are going to require substantial work and 
changes to the facility and if they aren’t made, then we would not seek another date at 
the track because the current safety concerns (not the layout of the track or its 
configuration, but the topography around it) are not conducive to kart racing.  Gaynor, 
Sr. agreed with Johnson that changes would be necessary for the club to pursue future 
dates with the track. 
 
Prior to the voted, President Smith stated that the board should make the decision 
based solely on the safety of the karters.  A motion was made by Smith with a second 
by Whitnell for the Woodbridge Kart Club to host a WKA National event at Dominion 
Raceway on the published dates of July 29-31, 2016. 
 
1 in favor, 8 opposed, 1 abstained (Smith).  The motion fails 1-8. 
 
President Smith said he would get a post out on Facebook tonight and get in touch 
immediately with Buddy Long at the WKA office.  He will contact Steve Britt and Edwin 
Pardue via phone tomorrow (July 9th) and put a formal letter in writing that spells out the 
concerns and what would need to be changed for karts going forward.  Smith indicated 
that in his conversations with Buddy Long that they (WKA) have no intentions of hosting 
an event at the site on their own and will be in continued discussions with him about 
moving forward this year.  Gaynor, Sr. will be sending a message to the National Road 
Race Committee on the board’s decision. 
 
In other discussions Burkett asked that the board receive meeting minutes ASAP 
following conference calls so that they may be reviewed and then posted for the 
membership to see on the website. 
 
Whitnell had some good news to share with the board.  He has been in continued talks 
with the co-owner of the N2 motorcycle club and they are very interested in sharing 



dates with us, possibly including our final two events of the year in August and October.  
Whitnell will pass contact information along to him in hopes that something may be 
worked out for our remaining two club events this year. 
 
Don Johnson will be taking on some of the communications for the club in the near 
future including the posting of announcements to the club’s website. 
 
With no other business on the table a motion was made by Smith and a second by 
Burkett to adjourn the meeting at 10:08pm.  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Brandon Taylor 
Secretary 
Woodbridge Kart Club 


